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and each decad according to Parasara can be studied
from seven different points of view, all, of course, forming
a mutually connected syntactical whole. Basically, says
Parasara, the first decad may be taken as reflecting the
mood of the poet himself, while the second projects
the idea of the mother of the Nayika, and the third
expresses the mood and sentiment of the nayika herself.
He takes the line maccittab madgatapranah bodhayantah
parasparam (Gita X.9a) and explains each decade as
expounding the idea conveyed by each of the three
expressions respectively containd in this line. Thus the
first decad of Tiruneduntantakam elaborates the idea
conveyed by the Gita expression maccittah; the second
decad expatiates the idea of madgatapranah and the third
decad elaborates the content of bodhayantah parasparam.
From another view-point these three decads explain the
significance of the mulamantra, the dvaya and the
caramasloka respectively. On another view, the ideas
of bhakti, prapatti and pumsakara are the imports of
these decads. According to another explanation, these
sections also convey the meanings of the sacred syllable,
the term namas and the term narayana, forming part
of the mulamantra. Or even within the pranava itself
the three components a, u and m can be brought out
by these three sections. On another count these three
sections can be interpreted as the illustrations for the
expressions   adarsane   darsanamatra-kamahy   drstva
parisvangarasaikalolah and alingitayam punarayataksya
asasmahe vigrahayorabhedam, which constitute a verse
of the Smgarasataka (sl. 22) of Bhartrhari.

What follows then is a detailed account of verse
21 from the several view-points of the third decad. Each
and every word of the verse receives the attention of
the commentator who is at his best in diving deep into